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As | was saying, it is a reminder to us that these ladies figuring or prefiguring the role of
humanity in God's plan are barren in and of themselves, and it is by divine intervention
that they bear fruit. So it is with us. We do not have the ability to bear fruit unless we
have that connection to God through Christ.

Jesus said, | am the vine, ye are the branches, abide in me and ye will bear much fruit.
And this is illustrated for us. Why does this theme of barrenness keep recurring in the
patriarchal narratives? | think this is a large part of the reason.

It is a reminder to us that it is only through God's intervention, through God's provision,
through God's divine power that we can do anything, that we can bear any sort of fruit of
eternal value. Well, this is a good place for us to pause and take our break. When we
come back, we're going to move forward.

The story is now going to begin to advance in a very rapid fashion, and we're going to
attempt to advance right along with it. But let's pause here and take our break.



